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If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we
are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ
has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrec-
tion of the dead comes also through a man.
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:19-22

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all
sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immor-
tality. When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting??

I Corinthians 15:51-55

We believe that Jesus died and rose again and
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those who have fallen asleep in him.
According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you
that we who are still alive, who are left till the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
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himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. After
that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be
with the Lord forever.

1 Thessalonians 4:14—18

The LORD brings death and makes alive; he
brings down to the grave and raises up.
[ Samuel 2:6

And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with
men, and he will live with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be with them
and be their God. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.”

Revelation 21:3-4

Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.

Psalm 23:4

Into your hands [ commit my spirit; redeem
me, O LORD, the God of truth.

Psalm 31:5
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You guide me with your counsel, and afterward
you will take me into glory. Whom have I in
heaven but you? And earth has nothing I
desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may
fail, but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion forever.

Psalm 73:24-26

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death
of his saints.

Psalm 116:15

Those who walk uprightly enter into peace;
they find rest as they lie in death.

[saiah 57:2

For none of us lives to himself alone and none
of us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live
to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.
So, whether we live or die, we belong to the
Lord.

Romans 14:7-8

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God
an cternal house in heaven, not built by
human hands.

)

2 Corinthians 5:1
Christ died for us so that, whether we are
awake or asleep, we may live together with
him.

104 I Thessalonians 5:10
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For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Philippians 1:21

Now there is in store for me the crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.

2 Timothy 4:8

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too
shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might destroy him who holds the power of
death—that is, the devil—and free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by their fear
of death.

Hebrews 2:14—15

Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their
labor, for their deeds will follow them.”

Revelation 14:13

But if Christ is in you, your body is dead
because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit,
who lives in you.

Romans 8:10-11 105
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Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.

Matthew 5:4

My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise
preserves my life.

Psalm 119:50

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear
him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing
love, to deliver them from death and keep them
alive in famine. We wait in hope for the Lorp;
he is our help and our shield. In him our hearts
rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May your
unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we
put our hope in you.

Psalm 33:18-22

He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign
LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he
will remove the disgrace of his people from all
the earth. The LORD has spoken.

[scicth 25:8

For [am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neicher the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creacion, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38-39
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How much faith is enough in our

mourning’ Some of us feel that it is
always more than what we have.

Jesus said that the amount of faith isn’t
important. [f we have faith, though it be
as small as a mustard seed, nothing will be
impossible.

[interpret faith in this instance as
basic trust. We don't need a huge quantity
of it in order to get on with our bereave-
ment. In fact, if we worry about having a
lot of faith, we may miss the mustard seed
we do have.

The giver of this grain of faith is God,
whose Son maintained his faith. He went
through his Gethsemane of grief with the
word “Father” still on his lips.

We too can go through the valleys and
mountains of our bereavement journey
with “Father” on our lips. Our hearts may
wonder, doubt and cry out in pain, but
these feelings will not obliterate our faich.
Even when we think we have lost that
mustard seed, we do well to remember that
our Father is faithful, for he has loved us
first.

Philip W. Williams
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